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Meaning of the Month 


By AVIS SWIGER 


February received its name from the Roman festival, 


Februalia, which was celebrated during that month. 
It was a feast of purification, and the entire month 
began to be thought of as the time of expiation. 
Atonement or restitution was made for all impurities. 

For a very strange reason February is the shortest 
month of the year. It originally had twenty-nine 
days, but the Romans took one day away from it 
(except on leap year) to add to the month of 
August so that the month which was named for 
the first great Roman emperor, Augustus, would not 
seem inferior in any way to other months. They were 
especially concerned that August have the same num- 
ber of days as July, which had been named for Julius 
Caesar. Even though February is the shortest month 
of the year, it is a very valuable one. It is often 
true that the most valuable gifts come wrapped in 
the smallest packages. 

January was a month of new beginnings, but Feb- 
ruary is a time for purifying and removing all the 
faults that have developed in the new plans and 
systems. All of our ideas and undertakings are sub- 
ject to revision and purifying. That-should be done 
as quickly as errors develop, so February is a good 
time to check up on our “New Year’s resolutions.” 

To Americans, February is the month of great men. 
The “Father of our Country,” George Washington, was 
born on February 22, 1732. As patriot, soldier, and 
statesman, he saved his country from an enemy in 
the darkest hour of her need. His example reminds 
us that we have a Friend and Protector who will 
deliver us in the time appointed. General Washington 
planned and led the attack against the enemy; so 
does our God direct us. Washington’s statesmanship 
helped to plan the course of our national destiny; 
even so, our personal destinies are charted by the 
Lord. 

Time and space would forbid our mentioning all of 
the great men born in February who have added 
greatly to our freedom and way of life. 


“Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand of time; 


“Footprints, that perhaps another, 

Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again. 


“Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait.” 
—Longfellow 
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2. 
THREEFOLD EFFECT OF SIN 


As it is found in the life of Samson 


WANT TO SHARE WITH you a subject entitled, 
Ges Threefold Effect of Sin.” It is not a new subject; 

neither is it on the only effects of sin—but three 
of them. I would like to call your attention to Judges 
16:21, “But the Philistines took him, and put out his 
eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him 
with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison 
house.” To whom does this Scripture refer? It refers to 
a man who had God working in his life. It refers to a 
man who once commanded great respect, and the men 
of his day marveled at his strength. It refers to a man 
to whom the community went in time of need, because 
this man “judged Israel in the days of the Philistines 
twenty years.” His name is Samson. 

In his early life we find Samson even from his moth- 
er’s womb, chosen of God for a particular purpose. This 
did not keep him from being like all other young men. 
In his youth and in his teens, possibly, he found a 
young lady that he wanted to be his wife. He approached 
his mother and father one day and said, “Mother, Father, 
I have found the girl of my choice. I have found her 
among the Philistines. Yes, I know they are those people 
for whom we have no respect, those to whom we have 
been in partial captivity. Yet, I have found a young 
lady who is pleasing to my eyes. She looks good to me.” 
After a struggle between Samson and his mother and 
father, they finally consented to his marrying this girl 
of Timnath. 

We find Sampson with the parents as they went to 
approve the young lady, as was the custom. On the way, 
the Bible says “A young lion roared against him” and the 
verse says he had nothing in his hand. Sampson had 
nothing to go to; there was not a high-powered rifle 
as men use today. There was neither archery nor a 
spear. There was, however, the power of God. The Bible 
says “the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him.” 
Oh, hallelujah! And there, he destroyed the lion. After 
some time, on the way back from Timnath, the Bible 
says that “he turned aside to see the carcase of the 
lion; and, behold there was a swarm of bees and honey 
in the carcase of the lion.” There he got his mother 
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and father and himself a good mess of honey from the 
lion he had slain. , 

We find that he took this young lady to be his wife, 
and, after he had been gone from her a number of 
months, her father gave her to one of Samson’s friends 
to be his wife, also. We see Samson as he came back 
and found himself in this predicament. He said, “I must 
avenge myself of the Philistines.” So he caught three 
hundred foxes and took firebrands and turned tail to 
tail and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails 
and sent the 150 bands into the corn shocks, the standing 
corn, the vineyards and olives and burned them com- 
pletely. The Philistines, of course, did not like this, but 
there was nothing that they could do about it. They 
came and said, “Why did you do it?” He answered, “Be- 
cause my wife’s father gave her to my friend.” 

These men burned the wife of Samson, and her fa- 
ther. Then, the men of Judah came three thousand 
strong and bound Sampson and took him to the Philis- 
tines in Lehi. There the Philistines began to shout against 
him, but, suddenly, “the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms be- 
came as flax that was burnt with fire.” He looked at his 
side and there lay the jawbone of an ass and he thought, 
“This is my occasion.” He grabbed the jawbone and slew 
one thousand of the Philistines. After this ordeal, he 
became thirsty and found water in the hollow of the 
jawbone. God supplied his need. 


NEXT, WE SEE SAMSON as he began on his 
downward track. God had been with him on numerous 
occasions, but he began to lose sight of God. He began 
to lose sight of the heavenly things. The Bible says in 
Judges 16:1, “Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there 
an harlot, and went in unto her.” The Gazites heard 
about it and said, “This is our chance to capture and 
take vengeance on Samson. We will close the gates of the 
city, and he will not be able to escape.” Even though 
Sampson had started to do wrong, God had not entirely 
forsaken him. He arose, and when he came to the gate 
of the city, he took the gate and the two posts and 
walked off with them. This, however, was the beginning 
of the downfall of a young man. 

Next, we find him as he left Gaza and went into the 
valley of Sorek. There he met a young lady by the name 
of Delilah. Ultimately, it was through her enticements 
that we find the threefold effects of sin in action in 
Sampson’s life—because of his yielding to her, because 

(Continued on page 9) 
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By Mrs. Ruth Starnes 


“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. 
For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away,” 
James 4:14. 
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able to probe into the depths of its mysteries. 

God created man in the beginning. Genesis 
2:7, “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul.” God has given to 
each of us a life filled with many privileges as well 
as many opportunities. The life that shines for the 
Lord most brilliantly is the life lighted by the Spirit 
of God. There are two parts to the individual that are 
worth our notice—the physical part, which we can 
reach out and touch, and the spiritual part or soul of 
man that is immortal. The physical part.of a human 
being will one day go back to the dust from whence 
it was taken, but the soul of man will live forever. 


There are many Scriptures which suggest to us the 
brevity of life. In the text, James compares life to a 
passing vapor. It appears a short time, then lo! it is 
gone. Life is like a weaver’s shuttle, weaving quickly on . 
the pattern until it is completed. Life is like a candle, 
which was lighted at the time of birth. Some candles 
are long, some short. Many are burning low and will 
soon be out. Again, life may be compared to a ship 
at port. It starts on its way when it leaves port and 
everyday hastens to its destiny. Yes, life is a short 
span and all are responsible to God for how it is spent. 


There is no tragedy like a wasted life! The sinner 
often has a perverted idea of the love of God. He 
thinks he can mock away his day of grace, then in the 
hour of distress or death, he can command God to 
hasten and save him from punishment. A young 
Scotchman left home to flee from his mother’s prayers 
and daily plea to him to repent of his sins. He reached 
New York City where he found employment as a 
coachman to a rich man. On Sunday he was told to 
drive his master to church. As the man left the car- 
riage, he said to the driver, “Are you a Christian?” 
The coachman cried out in anguish, “I came all the 
way here from Scotland to hide from God, but I find 
Him here!” We should seek to know God in all His 
wisdom instead of spending our time in frivolity and 
foolish pastime. We cannot walk beyond the watchful 
eye of God. Adam tried to hide from God after he 
had transgressed God’s law in the Garden of Eden, 
but he was unsuccessful. 


W HEN WE BEGIN TO think of life we are un- 


‘THERE WERE MARTYRS of old who pos- 
sessed a faith that sustained them unto death. They 
counted their faith more precious than life itself. They 
died in torments and derision. Some were nailed on 
crosses, others were sewn up in skins of wild animals 
and exposed to the fury of dogs; some were smeared 
with combustible materials and used as torches to il- 
luminate the darkness of night. Some records say the 
courage of the martyrs was so great they urged the 
executioner to hasten his office, cheerfully leaped into 
the flames which were kindled to consume them and 
discovered a sensation of joy in the midst of the most 
awful torture! 

In the second century we have some descriptions of 
the lives of the early Christians. “It is evident that 




















no one can terrify or subdue us who have believed in 
Jesus all over the world. For it is plain that though 
beheaded, and crucified, and thrown to wild beasts, 
and chains and fire, and all kinds of torture, we 
do not give up our confession, but the more such 
things happen, the more do others and in large num- 
bers become faithful, and worshipers of God through 
the name of Jesus. For just as if we should cut away 
the fruit-bearing parts of a vine, it grows up again 
and yields other branches, flourishing and fruitful; 
even so the same thing happens with us. For the vine 
planted by God and Christ, the Saviour, is His people.” 
—Justin Martyr. 

“If any ruler whatever prohibit the Greek philoso- 
phy, it vanishes forthwith. But our doctrine, on its 
very first proclamation, was prohibited by kings and 
tyrants together, as well as particular rulers and gov- 
ernors, with all their mercenaries, and in addition by 
innumerable men, warring against us, and endeavor- 
ing, as far as they could to exterminate it. But it 
flourishes the more. For it dies not as human doc- 
trines, nor fades as a fragile gift. For no gift of God 
is fragile.’"—Clement of Alexandria. 


“The name of Jesus can still remove distractions 
from the minds of men, and expel demons, and also 
take away diseases; and produce a marvelous meek- 
ness of spirit and complete change of character and a 
humanity, and goodness, and gentleness in those in- 


WE SEE FROM BENEATH THE TAPESTRY 

















“WE KNOW ALL THINGS WORK 
* FOR GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD, TO 
THEM WHO ARE THE CALLED ACCORDING 
TO HIS PURPOSE.“ — AWU.G:28 











dividuals who do not feign themselves to be Christians 
for the sake of subsistance or the supply of any mortal 
wants, but who have honestly accepted the doctrine 
concerning God and Christ and the judgment to 
come.”—Origen. 


THE WORLD TODAY needs a new vision 
of the deity of Christ. Obedience to God always brings 
a blessing. Jesus said, “If you want to save your life, 
then lose it.” We have been warned by experienced 
seamen not to venture upon great sea voyages with- 
out proper instruments and knowledge of their use. In 
the voyage of life, mind that you have the heavenly 
Pilot at the helm. Be prepared for the storm. Let us 
enrich our lives with wisdom from God, and cultivate 
that tender filial spirit which gratefully yields itself 
to His guidance. The narrow path is the safe way. 
There will be light to see the difficulties of the path 
and we can safely pass them. In the broad road there 
are snares to trap the unwary. Nothing but watch- 
fulness can keep the heart in harmony with God. 


Some insects, we are told, take their colors from the 
leaves they feed upon, so our character will receive 
a tinge from the books we read and the conversation 
to which we listen. Life is a number of actions all 
depending upon one another. Today’s thoughts become 
tomorrow’s desires. Desires become actions and actions 
grow into habits. If you would live a pure life you 
must learn to think only pure thoughts. Everything 
in life depends upon preparatory work. A physician 
often orders his patient out into the country for the 
fresh air, so we ought to avoid every place the moral 
atmosphere is polluted by evil example. 





Our whole life is a plan of God, maybe not so plain 
at first, but as the years pass on we can look back to 
see where we were divinely led, even though we were 
unaware of the fact at the time. How wise we are to 
take Jesus as our divine Friend in the path of life. 
Our association with Him will draw our spirit up to- 
ward all that is noble and worthy. Our intimacy with 
Him will enrich our lives. The path of righteousness 
can only be trodden by those with spiritual life within. 


In the natural life there is a law by which its hidden 
secrets are manifest in outward signs. The health of 
the root is seen in the health of the tree, and disease 
of the internal organs manifests itself in the outward 
appearance. So it is with the spiritual life. However 
men try to appear what they are not, the human na- 
ture reveals man for what he really is. 


DEATH AND LIFE have their determined 
appointments. The certainty of life cannot be too long 
and the probability that it will be even shorter than 
nature allows, ought to cause every man to awaken 
to his responsibilities to God. The fear of the Lord 
prolongs life because godliness tends to bodily health. 
Amid all the anxieties of life, a godly man has con- 
tentment with his present status and with God. The 
Lord will add length of days to those who love Him. A 
soul without God is no more than a piece of compli- 

(Continued on page 10) 











This is the second group that was baptized. 


ulpouring in _ ere 


/? op IS STILL mightily pres- 
ent in Panama and souls 
are saved daily. The elec- 

tions in Panama have come to a 
close, and everything is coming 
back to a place of revival. During 
the elections the people were some- 
what afraid of a possible revolu- 
tion, and so they stayed away from 
church and from off the streets. 
It looked as though the revival 
was over, but the churches are 
filling up again; many are being 
saved, and miracles of healing are 
being manifested. From all of last 
year I felt that God was about to 
visit Panama with a mighty out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, and such 
has come about. We have so much 
work to do that we hardly know 
where to begin. Even some white 
people from the Canal Zone itself, 
Americans who are working for the 
Panama Canal and some from the 
armed forces are asking that we 
commence services in the American 
Zone. Much prayer is required in 
this behalf and we are sincerely 
requesting that saints of God con- 
tinue to help us in prayer. 

People are coming from the in- 

terior of Panama and asking us 
to come into their area to com- 
mence revivals. One sister came 
from all the way from northern 


By A. J. Angvick 


Missionary to Panama 


Panama near the Costa Rica bor- 
der to our church to find out more 
about Jesus and also for a possible 
deliverance of her six-year-old boy 
who was demon-possessed. Since he 
was three years of age this boy 
had not been able to talk, walk 
or even to sit up. The mother had 
been attending our services in Pan- 
ama City, and when we were hav- 
ing .a baptismal service she re- 
quested that she be baptized. While 
in the water and while testifying, 
She also asked that prayer be made 


for her boy who was in such a 
terrible condition. We were fasting 
that morning and the Lord defi- 
nitely led us to take this boy, who 
was being held by two sisters and 
who had been continually disturb- 
ing the service, into the back room; 
there the demons were cast out in 
Jesus’ name. The boy immediately 
fell to the floor as though dead. 
When he became conscious, he 
walked into the church perfectly 
well and delivered. Later the moth- 
er testified that the boy slept all 





This is the campaign that started the revival in Panama through Brother Robert Espinoza. 






































The mother in this picture was - healed 
and converted and the daughter likewise 
after seeing what the Lord had done 
for the mother. . 


that afternoon and then all night 
and was a new person altogether. 
This sister went back to northern 
Panama and is proclaiming to all 
what the Lord has done. People 
from Chorrera are asking that 
we come and preach to them. Stiff 
opposition is being manifested from 
other religious groups, but we are 
still pressing on. God is on our side. 


WE HAD QUITE an ex- 
perience when on a trip to Pedasi, 
our ultimate destination being Con- 
cepcion up in northern Panama. 
We arrived at Pedasi without any 





This is the third group that was baptized. Brother Drake from the states and 
who is pastor of the Church of God at Pomona, California was with us at this 
time and the Lord truly did bless his ministry. 


mishap, but in order to make it 
in time for services up to Concep- 
cion the following night, we had 
to leave before daybreak that 
morning. The distance between 
Pedasi and Las Tablas is about 
twenty-two miles, but the road is 
such that one must travel through 
four creeks that are quite swollen 
with water, especially when it rains 
or when the tide from the sea is 
high. High tide from the ocean 
will bring sea water up into these 
small rivers. 


When we left for Las Tablas it 





This is another portion of the crowd that was on hand when these pictures were taken. 


was still dark; it was not long be- 
fore we arrived at the first river. 
We had a car full of passengers. 
Brother DeSouza was sitting be- 
side me and he said, “The water 
looks kind of deep to me; do you 
think you can make it?” I thought 
we could, but I had not traveled 
far in the water when it came 
almost up to the seats and, of 
course, the engine stopped. 


We decided to push the car to 
the other side and get in shallower 
water so we could try to start the 
engine. One of the passengers had 





This mother is 
totally crippled for many years with no 
feeling in her legs and had to be carried 
from place to place. Her legs were drawn 
up under her and she was helpless in 
moving about. The Lord healed this sister 


a sister that has been 


completely and she was baptized in the 
second group of candidates. 








a bad leg; he claimed he could 
rot get in the water, by doctor’s 
orders, so we lifted him out of the 
car and carried him to shore. He 
stood there while the rest of us 
tried to push the car, but the bot- 
tom was steep and we could not 
push it. I asked the one on the 
beach, whose name was Earl, if 
he could not come in the water 
far enough to get hold of the front 
fender and help us. He said, “Oh, 
no, brother, I can’t get in the water, 
by doctor’s orders.” We tried once 
again to push the car, but to no 
avail. - 

By that time we were not only 
getting tired, but also exasperated. 
Possibly, we felt righteous indigna- 
tion at the one who was stand- 
ing there and watching. So I cried 
out, “In Jesus’ name, Earl, get in 
the water.” It seemed as though 
there was an unseen hand that 
literally pushed this brother in the 
water. Before we knew it, the car 
was high enough and dry so that 
we were eventually able to start 
the engine and be on our way. 

This whole area is literally full 
of small pueblos with people who 
have never heard the gospel. No 
one has ever preached to these 
people before; the Catholic Church 
reaches only a small portion of 
them. We have had much opposi- 
tion from the priests; they have 
fought us tooth and nail. They 
have gone from house to house in 
towns where we have preached and 
exhorted, threatening excommuni- 
cation; they have even gone so far 
as saying that those who attended 
our meetings would have no burial 
ground when they died..This really 
scared the people, and many came 
to us about it; we told them that 
we would procure our own burial 
grounds. Light, however, is break- 
ing through the extreme darkness, 
and the Lord is confirming His 
word with signs following. 

The rainy season has come back 
in and the weather is not so good 
for traveling and trying to reach 
these far places, but we are doing 
what we can and we know the 
Lord is on our side. Please remem- 
ber us in prayer that the Lord will 
continue to give us strength to 
carry on. 
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Praises God for Healing Foot 


HOMERVILLE, Ga. — I thank 
and praise God for healing my foot. 
It had given me a lot of pain for 
many years. I was prayed for many 
times but it got no better, but, 
praise God, I feel that God has 
healed me now. During a revival 
I was prayed for and I felt the 
pain as it went out at my toes. I 
am praising God for it. 

—Mrs. A. Brinkley 


Healed of Tuberculosis 


TUPMAN, Calif. — I praise the 
Lord for healing me of Tuberculosis. 
He will heal you of any kind of 
illness. I am thankful today for 
His healing power. I am praising 
Him for what He has done for me. 

—Mrs. Lela Booth 


Heart Healed by 
Power of God 


ENGLEWOOD, Fla. — I want to 
praise God for His wonderful heal- 
ing, saving, and keeping power. In 
January I became very sick with 
an overworked heart condition ac- 
cording to a physical examination 
from the doctor. Everyone prayed 
for me and helped me to exercise 
faith in God for my healing. I was 
able to attend most of our regular 
services, but. I needed to be com- 
pletely healed. On the first day of 
the Florida Camp Meeting I went 
to my room and knelt down before 
God and began crying. out to Him 
for help and strength. I felt His 
hand of healing take hold of me. 
Oh, glory! I was able to attend the 
camp meeting but wanted complete 
deliverance. I went through the 
prayer line and all fears disap- 


peared. I am back on the battlefield 
for God and telling the world that 
Jesus saves and heals. I have con- 
ducted a four-week revival since 
and I have never had God to work 
in such a marvelous way in all my 
work. I went to the doctor for a 
three-month checkup and he told 
me that I was all right. I told him 
that I had been healed by the 
power of God. Praise His name! 


—Addie L. Owens 


Infant Healed of Thrush 


TOLEDO, Ohio—I want to thank 
the Lord for healing my little two- 
week-old granddaughter of a very 
bad case of thrush. I also praise 
Him for the Church of God and 
its teachings. 

—Mrs. Evelyn Wood 


Praises God for Healing 


-From Divers Diseases 


HOMERVILLE, Ga.—I want to 
thank and praise God for healing 
me of high blood pressure and 
kidney trouble. I wrote to Brother 
J. R. Roberson, pastor of the Hom- 
erville Church of God, and to 
Brother L. G. Rouse of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, for prayer. Many other 
children of God also prayed for 
me, and God wonderfully healed 
me. I love the Lord with all my 
heart, and want to be ready to 
meet Him when He comes or calls 
for me. The other day I had a 
terrible headache and I prayed and 
placed the Evangel on my head, 
and the Lord healed me..I have 
an unsaved husband and children 
that need your prayers. 

—Mrs. Sam Cook 
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THE THREEFOLD EFFECT OF SIN 


(Continued from page 3) 


of his sinning with her and because he left God and 
went the way of self. 

The men of Sorek came to Delilah and said, “We will 
give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver, 
if you will find wherein his great strength lieth and by 
what means we may prevail against him.” And she con- 
sented to the bribery. Samson came, and she began by 
saying, Samson, I want to know wherein your strength 
lieth.” He began to tell her different things; he tried his 
best to evade the question. He said, “If they bind me with 
seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be 
weak, and be as another man.” 

The Philistines came upon him and he jerked himself, 
broke the withs and was free. Delilah was angry and 
accused him of mocking her and lying to her. Then Sam- 
son said, “If they bind me fast with new ropes that 
never were occupied, then shall I be weak and be as 
another man.” The Bible says they took the new ropes 
and bound him, and Delilah said, “The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson.” What happened? He came forth “and he 
brake them from off his arms like a thread.” Then he 
told her that he might be bound if she would weave 
the seven locks of his head with the web. This she did 
and said unto him, “Samson, the Philistines be upon thee” 
and he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with 
the pin of the beam, and with the web.” 


She kept pressing him daily with her words, and each 
day he became weaker and weaker. His soul became vexed 
unto death; so, “he told her all his heart, and said 
unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; 
for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s 
womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from 
me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.” 
Samson had his life at stake, and he told the secret of 
his power with God. People today are selling out. They 
are yielding to Satan and telling wherein lies their 
strength. They are playing with the devil when they 
ought to be serving God and working for him; they are 
doing the business of the devil. Look at Samson, asleep 
on the lap of Delilah. Yes—in the presence of God with 
God looking upon him—he laid his head upon the lap 
of a sinful woman who had been enticed to get from 
him the secret of his power and to sap the power of 
God from him. Today, people are doing the same thing. 

There was a threefold effect of sin. 


NOTICE THE FIRST ONE in Judges 16:21— 
the blinding effect of sin. In the margin of my Bible 
it says that they bored his eyes out. People are being 
blinded today by the god of this world, 2 Corinthians 
4:3, 4, “But if our gospel be hid it is hid to them that 
are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto. them.” Yes, the god of the world is 
blinding the eyes of sinners today. He has hid the gospel 
of Christ from the people who are lost and they are blind 
today. A small penny, dime or nickel placed before one’s 


eyes will hide the sun. Even a small thing will blind you 
to the Son of God. It will not allow you to see the dangers 
that surround you—death with its terrors. As I look upon 
the beautiful mountains in Tennessee and see the deep 
precipices, the dreadful thought of stepping off one of 
those cliffs, while walking along some dark, stormy night 
in the blackness of the night with the storm raging, 
haunts me. Of a sudden, the lightning might flash, and 
I might see that the next step would mean death. How 
happy I would be for the lightning. 

Yes, death with its terrors stands today. Many men 
and women stand in prisons today waiting for the last 
summons to walk the halls on their way to death in the 
electric chair. The terror of death grips them, and there 
is no escape. Satan also blinds people from the dreadful 
judgment awaiting the wicked. They cannot see the 
dreadfulness of it. They cannot see that, as they stand 
before God, they must have God in their lives. They are 
blind to the judgment. People are blinded by sin and 
they cannot see the awful punishment of sin’s hell. They 
cannot see themselves as they burn continually in dark- 
ness where there will be no light. They cannot see them- 
Selves dying forever. Sin blinds people and they cannot 
see wickedness in their own lives. It makes them content 
with the things of this world. It makes them greedy, 
proud, and rebellious. They think themselves morally good 
when inside of them are the workings of Satan himself. 
They cannot see the beauty of spiritual things. They can- 
not see God. They cannot see the beauty of His law. They 
cannot see His beautiful countenance or the glorious ex- 
perience of serving Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 
Yes, the gospel is hidden from those who are lost. They 
cannot see how beautiful it is to have joy, peace, and the 
love of God in their lives. They cannot see how beautiful 
it is to have spiritual humility and grace. The god of this 
world has blinded the eyes of people. Sin’s effects are 
taking their toll. 


THEN, THERE IS the binding of sin. The 
Philistines brought Samson down to Gaza and bound 
him with fetters of brass. Yes, they took the old chains 
and bound Samson with them. Today, people are bound 
with the chains of evil habit. Think of how easy a string 
is to break; on the other hand, consider the durability 
of a chain. The longer you put off God in your life and 
the longer you put off serving Jesus Christ, the harder 
it will be to break with the devil. Evil habits are as a 
cord in the beginning, but they are as fetters of brass 
in the end. Yes, sinners are bound by the chains of evil 
habit. Satan will not loose you because you are bound, 
and you are on your way to a devil’s hell. You are 
bound and are a slave to sin. You are a slave to Satan 
and do the things he wants you to do. You have no power 
within yourself; you are bound with the fetters of brass; 
you are a slave to Satan. Samson was bound, and men, 
women, boys and girls are bound today by sin. 

Thirdly, Samson was put in the prison house, and he 
did grind So, we find the grinding of sin—the working 
of sin. The labor is hard, and there is no relief. The 
labor is constant as well as thankless. Day and night 
you toil and there is no just wage. You are not well paid 
for what Satan has you to do. The only wage you can 
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expect is death for the wages of sin is death. When you 
work all day or week or month, you expect to receive 
your pay; in sin there is no pay, but the wages are an 
endless death. Samson did grind in the prison house where 
he had no friends to comfort him. He had to go it by 
himself. The work was hard; it was thankless, and he 
received death by his own hands. Sinner friend, look 
at the way you are going, and turn to God. There is the 
story of an Anglican Bishop who was approached by a 
drunkard who asked the direction to heaven. The Bishop 
told him to turn right and go straight ahead. Yes, you 
may be grinding in sin today, but if you will turn right 
you will find Christ at the end of the way to greet you 
and say “well done.” Remember, in sin the wages for 
your work is death. 

Listen to me; Christ can open your eyes. He came 
“To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive the forgiveness of sins,” Acts 26:18. Yes, 
Christ will open your eyes. He will loose the chains of 
sin that have you bound. “Who hath delivered us from 
the power of darkness and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son,” Colossians 1:13. Christ can 
open your eyes; He can loose you from the chains; he 
will set the prisoners free. Let Christ come into your life. 


BACKSLIDER, TURN AGAIN to Samson for 
the last part of his life. With Christ in your life, you 
will have power with God. With Christ in your life, you 
will have power over Satan. With Christ in your life, 
you will have your eyes opened to the spiritual things. 
With Christ in your life, you will be prepared for heaven. 
With Christ in your life, you will have God’s greatest 
gift working in you—His Son. Through His Son there 
is life everlasting. 


When Samson was blind, bound, and working himself 
nearly to death, his hair began to grow. One day, the Phil- 
istines called for Samson to come and make sport for them 
when they were worshiping Dagon, their God. They were 
rejoicing, drinking, and having a time for themselves. 
I can see Samson as he turned to the young lad and 
said, “Let me feel the pillars that this great structure 
is built upon that I may lean myself on them.” There, 
as he stood before God he said, “God, you have answered 
prayer for me many times. Now hear me once again.” 
He began to pray and said, “O Lord God, remember me, 
I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this 
once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philis- 
tines for my two eyes.” The Lord helped him. As he 
stood between those two great pillars, he prayed that 
prayer and said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” I 
can see him as he bowed himself and with all the 
strength that he had, he asked God to help him and 
the work was done. The power of God was again working 
in his life. He was no longer a slave to sin but God had 
again come into his life and helped. Listen, backslider, 
and sinner friend, Jesus wants to come into your life. 
Jesus wants to set you free from the blinding of sin. 
Jesus wants to loose you from the chains of sin. Jesus 
wants to give you life everlasting. Jesus can do it right 
now. Will you accept Him as your personal Saviour? 


Do not go any longer without Him: but, right now, accept 
Jesus and He will be your Saviour and Friend. 
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WHAT IS YOUR LIFE 
(Continued from page 5) 


cated machinery never rightly adjusted. 

The way of evil is not always easy at first. Many a 
person has had to persist in repeated indulgences to 
become a profligate. Think how awful for a person to 
fight his way into bondage. The life of a wicked man 
is spent in vain wishes and toils until death kills his 
body and sends his soul to destruction. Some lose their 
souls in a momentary act while others lose little by 
little until their ruin is complete. 

Satan offers man the pleasures of sin and deceives 
evil men’s minds, but falsehood can never triumph 
over truth. The Bible says, “It is appointed unto man 
once to die and after this the judgment.” If your life 
is sinful, Jesus offers you a remedy. He shed His life’s 
blood as an atonement or covering for man’s sin. If 
you have allowed Satan to mar the pattern of your 
life, turn to Jesus; He can altar that pattern and mold 
a life worthy of heaven. A friend once showed John 
Ruskin a costly handkerchief on which a blot of ink 
had been made. “Nothing can be done with it now; it 
is absolutely worthless,” said the owner. Ruskin made 
no reply but carried it away with him. After a time he 
sent it back and the friend scarcely recognized it. In a 
most skillful manner Ruskin had made a design in 
India ink using the blot as a basis, making the hand- 
kerchief more valuable than before. A blotted life is 
certainly not a beautiful thing, but Jesus can trans- 
form a person’s life into something beautiful if that 
life is yielded to Him. 

Christ did not come to darken our lives. The message 
that heralded His birth was, “Good tidings of great 
joy!” Oh, how the world needs the joy of the Lord! 
God needs men of influence to reach out to the dying 
and rescue them from eternal punishment. It is said 
that when Stanley went in search of Livingstone in 
the heart of Africa, he was a godless reporter, know- 
ing and caring nothing about religion. When he found 
Livingstone, he remarked, “He must be daft to waste 
his life here among these savages when he could be 
honored in the world’s capitals.” But after being asso- 
ciated with the man of God, the wicked reported 
yielded his heart to Christ without Livingstone’s ever 
uttering a word on the matter of religion. 

Our life is a trust from God, and happy is the person 
who strives to please his Maker. When John Huss was 
on his way to the stake, he calmly smiled as he wit- 
nessed the burning of his books. Then, after being 
fastened to the stake, he sang a Bohemian song until 
his voice was stifled by the smoke. How wonderful to 
live a life of faith such as he did! 

Do not measure your life by the hopes and enjoy- 
ment of this present world, but by your preparation 
for the next. We are building our character day by 
day. Our thoughts, our actions, our deeds, help in the 
building. The person who lives in pleasure is dead 
while he liveth, but that one who prepares for eternity 
amid the evils of an unbelieving world is wise indeed. 
When you are surrounded by seemingly unsurmount- 
able difficulties, look to Jesus, He never fails! 
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A generalization of the subject “How to Promote 
Church of God Publications in the Local Church” 
would require a voluminous text. Consequently, the 
particulars in this article will be confined to a specific 
promotion of the Evangel, Lighted Pathway and Pilot 
during the 1957 Publishing House Contest, February 
15-April 15. The use of the well-known, well-worn 
axiom “Plan your work and work your plans” is vital 
to the successful promotion of these publications. 


PLAN, YOUR PROMOTIONAL WORK 


Decide the dates for and the length of your concen- 
trated efforts in a local contest. The duration of a 
contest is an important factor in its success; there- 
fore, it is suggested that this year’s contest last four 
weeks, beginning March 3 and lasting through March 
31. Furthermore, designate March 3 as Evangel Day; 
March 31 as Lighted Pathway Day, and the third meet- 
ing of the Y.P.E. during March as Pilot Day. 

Organize your church membership to answer the 
call to service in the promotion of Church of God pub- 
lications. Choose the most dependable person in your 
church as publications contest chairman. This person 
should be a real live wire, someone who can get others 
to work. Furthermore, he should be impartial. His du- 
ties are to get the job done—get as many Evangel 
and Lighted Pathway subscriptions as possible. The 
chairman, however, is only the leader, not the whole 
organization. 

Next, two team captains should be selected to work 
directly under the publications chairman. These two 
captains should be responsible persons with a never- 
dying enthusiasm for the Church of God publications 
as weapons of evangelism. The contest workers should 
be divided equally between the two team captains. One 
team should be designated as the Lighted Pathway 
team, which is to be responsible for presenting the 
program on Lighted Pathway Day as well as soliciting 
Lighted Pathway subscriptions. The Evangel team is 
responsible for the program on Evangel Day in ad- 
dition to soliciting Evangel subscriptions. 

Each of these teams should be furnished with a list 
of prospects consisting of every Church of God mem- 
ber, attending nonmembers, merchants who receive 
patronage from your church members, other Pente- 
costal people in town, ministers and other Christians 
in your town who are interested in good Christian 
literature, school libraries, plus persons now subscrib- 
ing (this list is available through your state office). 
The prospects list should be furnished by the local 
pastor and publications chairman. 


WORK YOUR PLANS 


The pastor and publications chairman should meet 
with both the Evangel team and the Lighted Pathway 
team for a period of orientation before actually solicit- 
ing any subscriptions. An arousing speech by the pub- 
lications chairman should be made to the Evangel 
committee on “What You Should Know About the 


Evangel” and “How to Approach a Prospect.” At the 
close of this speech, a list of prospects should be given 
to each member of the Evangel team. From this meet- 
ing each team member should go immediately to solicit 
Evangel subscriptions. 

A similar speech by the publications chairman 
should be made to the Lighted Pathway team on 
“What You Should Know About the Lighted Pathway” 
and “How to Approach a Prospect.” After this speech, 
each team member should be furnished with a list of 
prospects. These prospects should be contacted im- 
mediately after the meeting. 

Skits are available in this issue of the Evangel for 
use on Evangel Day, Lighted Pathway Day and Pilot 
Day. For the best results, allow at least one week for 
rehearsal. 

The skit “Evangel Testimonials” should be presented 
by the Evangel team on Evangel Day, March 3, 1957. 
A short inspirational speech by the pastor should be 
made on the Evangel as a silent weekly preacher, as 
an entrance-getter in visitation, and as an evangelis- 
tic weapon in your community, after which an Evan- 
gel offering should be taken. This offering may be 
used to buy rolls of Evangels for visitation work, or it 
may be used to send subscriptions to outsiders—even 
to hospitals and prisons. The Evangel team should be 
standing at all exits at close of service to take Evangel 
subscriptions. 

The skit “The Lighted Pathway Speaks” should be 
presented by the Lighted Pathway team on Lighted 
Pathway Day, March 31, 1957. The local pastor should 
point out the colorful and attractive Lighted Pathway 
as the family-youth magazine which represents the 
Church of God on any level of content. After this, a 
Lighted Pathway offering should be taken. This money 
may be used to pay for rolls of Lighted Pathways for 
the visitation program of the church. Money may be 
used to pay for individual subscriptions to friends of 
the church. Members of the Lighted Pathway team 
should be posted at each exit to solicit Lighted Path- 
way subscriptions at close of service. 

The skit “The Pilot Steers” should be presented by 
Y.P.E. president on Pilot Day, the third meeting of 
Y.P.E. in March. After the skit, the president should 
point out the many benefits already received from 
the use of the Pilot in planning Y.P.E. programs. The 
president should also point out the possible uses of the 
Pilot as a program manual for Junior Y.P.E., Senior 
Y.P.E., Children’s Church, and for Youth Day activi- 
ties. A Pilot offering may be taken to pay for the 
number of subscriptions needed. 

If the above plans are followed, you should attain 
your goal of one Evangel subscription for each two 
members of your church, one Lighted Pathway sub- 
scription for each two members of your church, and 
the Pilot subscriptions for your Y.P.E. A permanent 
committee should be appointed to be responsible for 
new subscriptions during the year. 

Get set! Ready! Go! Don’t forget to follow up. 








This skit should be presented in each local church on 
Evangel Day, March 3, 1957. 


— ERS: Master of Ceremonies, others (sitting on 
stage). 

M.C.: You er ye know what you are here for tonight. 
You have come of your own free will because you have an- 
swered this ouneel. (Reads from paper.) “Has the Church of 
God Evangel helped you? We are wanting to know. If it has, 
please meet at Room 312 in the Town House, __....___»»_»_>_>__ 
(time of meeting), where a meeting will be held to decide 
whether or not said paper is worth-while.” Has everyone here 
come for that purpose? Very well, it seems that you have, so 
you will each given a chance to speak in behalf of this 
paper. (To older man) You be first, Sir. What do you have 
to relate? 

OLDER MAN: Young man, I gould not stay away after 
reading that appeal in the paper. For ten years I have been 
a devoted follower of Christ. But did you know that my home 
town is filled with people who remember me as Drunken 
Tom? That is all I was. I have this nice suit now and my be- 
loved wife has nice clothes, too. But ten years ago we had 
nothing but booze. She worked hard, she went to church, but 
I would not go, and we had barely enough food to eat. But 
my wife brought home the Evangel from her church. I was 
not interested in it, but one day I picked it up and looked at 
it. I read a page. It did something to me. I read another. 
Something stirred in me. I decided I should go to church with 
my wife, and I did. Her preacher preached like that paper 
and I’ve been going ever since. I cond Christ. When He 
came the booze went out, and happiness came in. We are 
getting old now, but we are so happy. 

M.C.: Thank you, Sir. That was a 
Evangel. Now suppose this young lady 
on her mind. 

YOUNG LADY: Well, my mother asked me to go with her 
to church and I would not. I felt that there was nothing 
much to her Church—that there were only a few people. But 
one day I picked up her Evangel and began reading all those 
reports. California! Canada! North Carolina! Colorado! Flori- 
da! Even the foreign countries. I saw that the Church of God 
was everywhere and that the Evangel would tell you all about 
what these people were doing. I even got me some pen pals. 
When I'd read an interesting report rd write to that person 
and find out all about that church, and we'd swap ideas. Now 
I’m a member of the Church and love the Evangel very 
much—especially all those reports from such faraway places. 
I even correspond with a friend in Africa; and we love the 
same God, the same church, the same Evangel! 

M.C.: Wonderful testimony, young lady! You must write 
that to our editor. I’m sure such a glowing report would in- 
terest all readers. Now I wonder if we could hear from the 
young man sitting on the second row, please? 

YOUNG MAN: I can never say enough for the Evangel. 
I picked up one while I was in the army. ft was late at night, 
and I was waiting out the lonely hours in a railroad station. 
Thank God for someone who paid $16.00 for a roll to come 
every week in the year and put them out in public places. Al- 
though now I don’t know who he is, I’m going to shake his 
hand in heaven one day, for he saved my life from wretched- 
ness. He gave me back my future. After leaving home I had 
associated with bad companions and was constantly going 
downhill. I had taken up gambling and drinking and other 
bad habits. Soon I would have been an utter wreck. But that 
Evangel brought me up straight that night, and I saw how far 
I'd gone on the downward road. It seemed God spoke to me 
through the pages. I’ve found Him now; and that day when 
I drank and cursed His name seems like a bad dream. I’m 
happy for that paper! 

M.C.: Indeed, I’m sure you are! The Evangel really meant 
a great deal to you! 

(A young man jumps up.) 

YOUNG MAN: Do let me tell you what it did for me. I 
don’t want to seem impatient, but I must soon leave because 
tonight I shall be preaching a revival message—thanks to the 
Evangel. God had called me into His service but I had re- 
fused. I had many excuses. It was too hard. There wasn’t 
enough future. The pay was not good enough. I didn’t want 
to leave home. And then one day I read the missions issue. 
God really convicted my heart through its pages. I saw how 
those people had left our beloved U.S.A.—how they had 
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one so far from the comforts, the luxuries, the friends and 
amilies they loved. I saw their sacrifice; yet I read of their 
happiness in their work and I knew I wanted to give all He 
asked of me! It wasn’t really much. I was only to preach 
for Him—not go to the mission fields. And I’ve been so happy 
doing that. I’ve been so blessed and it is such a privilege to 
give to missions, too, and now, excuse me, for I wouldn’t want 
to be late for my sermon! (Exits hurriedly.) 

M.C.: Thank you, young man! Young mother, what has the 
Evangel done for you? 

MOTHER: Oh, Sir, it means so much to me. I have three 
babies and there are many times when I cannot go to church. 
My husband works at night, and while there at home alone 
after the babies are asleep, I quietly sit down with the 
Evangel! Oh, the sermons Biess my soul! It is as if I have 
heard my pastor that night! Then I read the good testimonies 
and feel I’ve heard my brothers and sisters praising His name. 
It is such a comfort! It keeps me from being lonely. It makes 
_ feel I’ve been to church, and I feel nearer to God because 
of it. 

M.C.: That’s a beautiful testimony for our friend, the 
Evangel. It’s nice that this friend comes to her home every 
week, too. She never has to miss prayer meeting nights or 
revival meetings and all for $2.00 per year! Just 4c per week 
brings her all that! Sounds like a real bargain, doesn’t it? 

( Ve old man sitting unnoticed in corner rises. This char- 
acter should be dressed to seem very old as he represents aged 
ministers, and should talk slowly and haltingly.) 

OLD MAN: May I speak now, Sir? 


M.C.: Oh, Sir, please do! Forgive me for not asking you 
earlier, but I had not seen you. We shall feel honored to hear 
what you have to say. 

AGED MAN: Long years ago I trudged from place to 
place preparing the way for the Church of God. The people 
were not happy to see me. My children did not have suf- 
ficient clothes, and often my wife went without enough food 
so that I could carry the gospel. We were very poor in this 
world’s goods, but blessed us mightily and we were in- 
strumental in starting many churches. I am too old to go 
about now; the Evangel has to do all my traveling. I pick it 
up and look at the fine buildings we have. I see the lovely, 
big parsonages our pastors live in. I read the reports of the 
organs, the pianos, the bands these churches have. I see gis, 
tures of hundreds of — attending the Church of 
Sunday School and I am happy, because a little voice speaks 
to me and tells me that I planted the seed. It keeps me alive. 
I now live on the aged ministers’ money, for I am unable to 
work any longer. But the Evangel comes to me each week and 
proves to me that I was right to suffer fifty years ago. I tell my 
dear wife that we shall have a reward for all these big, 
beautiful churches, for we worshiped Him in brush arbors 
in those towns. And then we praise God that He gave us the 
courage and strength to go on when the way was hard. The 
Evangel, dear young folks, keeps us aged ones happy! 


(All people on stage applaud as he sits down.) 


M.C.: Thank you, thank you, Sir. Your testimony alone is 
worth the Evangel. There are, however, many other reasons it 
is important to the Church of God. It is, after all, our official 
organ. It tells where we are, who we are, and what we are 
accomplishing. It should be everywhere and read by every- 
body. Let’s try to see that this takes place really soon—what 
do you say? 


At the close of this skit an EVANGEL offering should be 
received from the Cn te ation. The offering can be used to 
pay for rolls of EVANGELS for visitation work or it can be 
used to send subscriptions to outsiders—even to hospitals and 
prisons. 
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This skit should be presented in each local church on 
Lighted Pathway Day, March 31, 1957. 


CHARACTERS: 


MR. “Just-off-the-press” Lighted Pathway. (This should be 
a new, fresh, energetic-looking, very yang eo nn 
Others—Seven Mr. “Well-Worn” Lighted Pathways. (These 
should be made to represent well-used, dog-eared copies of 
the Pathway. Older people, or older talking and acting youn 
people, can be dressed up to represent something well-worn. 
(The scene opens with the dapper NEW LIGHTED PATH- 
WAY speaking to himself.) : 
N LIGHTED PATHWAY: I feel so scared knowing 
that tomorrow is the day I begin my work in this big, wide 


world. Today I overheard them talking about my goin out 
into the world. Of course they admired my cover, the ked 
my editorial, they thought all my pages were filled with 


wonderful material; but after all (begins pacing floor), they’re 
old friends! They made me! They love every word in me! 
What will happen when I go out into the big, wide world 


where nobody knows me or loves me? 
(First OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY enters unnoticed and 
hears the last Wa 3 
OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY: Well, my boy, you aren't 


exactly facing a friendless world! 

NEW LIGHTED PATHWAY: And how is that, Sir? I have 
never been out. I’m new—just off the press! 

OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY: But I have been out for 
months. Others like me have been going out for years. There 
are those who are looking for you, waiting for you, wanting 
you to hurry to them. 

NEW LIGHTED PATHWAY (very much brightened): 
Really! How marvelous! Tell me, how were you received? 
Whom did you see? You look as if you've been well-read! 
(Goes nearer.) Why, that even looks like a tear stain on one 
of your pages! 

OLD IGHTED PATHWAY: It is, Friend! I had a blessed 
experience. I fell into the hands of one of God’s older chil- 
dren. For many Years she has fought the battles. She turned 
right away to the “Helps for the Tempted and Tried” page. 
Oh, she became so happy! You should have heard her praise 
the Lord as she read the words on ay pa e. I wouldn’t take 
anything for the look in her beautiful old face when she 
thanked God for me and my message. 

(Enter Second OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY.) 

SECOND OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY: I had a wonder- 
ful experience, too, though entirely different. Let me tell you 
about mine. A lovely young lady had me when I first went 
out into the world. She was so intelligent and warmhearted. 
She really loved Jesus, too, but someway the devil had been 
causing her to feel that she was missing something by trying 
to follow close beside the Master. She picked me up and rea 
my editorial. Now she is a changed person! She was so chal- 
lenged to a life of service! She saw so clearly that there is 
“only one life, ‘twill soon be past; only what's done for 
Christ will last.” That page in me brought her face to face 
with the abilities she had which she could use for Him to 
bless the world she lived in. She is a changed person! Her 
step is light but . She no longer thinks haps 
she pli. serve ; she sees in His service the only way 
to successful, happy living. Because of me, all the people who 
are in contact with her from now on will be touched by 
the Master. 

THIRD OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY: I, too, can tell you 
beautiful stories of what will happen when you are on the 
outside world, new brother of ours. A home is happier to- 





night because I went there. A young mother and father began 
a family altar after reading my “Happy Home Circle” page. 
They were young; the perplexities ~) roblems of rearing a 
family loomed large. But they will be Fine now! Their little 
ones Lnelt at their knees, po Mommy and Daddy dedicated 
themselves, along with their babies, to God. They will from 
henceforth seek Christ in all their problems. And, of course, 
the “family that prays together stays together.” They have 
many happy, useful years ahead together as the greatest unit 
in the world—serving Christ. 

NEW LIGHTED PATHWAY: Oh, how wonderful the tales 
you do tell. Are there more of these fascinating adventures? 

FOURTH LIGHTED PATHWAY: Of course there are! 
I am older and more worn than the rest! Do you wonder 
why? I was passed from hand to hand in a prison camp! 
There were dirty hands—hands which had stolen. Shifty eyes 
looked at me which had looked upon men with hatred. There 
was one who was very young but very bad, but I believe his 
life will be better now! Do you know that he knelt and asked 
God’s forgiveness after reading a story he found in me? The 
story touched him because he found himself there! He saw 
the things he could become if he would straighten out his life 
and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. He found that life could 
begin again, for he had found the Saviour! 

NEW LIGHTED PATHWAY: Oh, you do not know how 
happy you have made me! I was so afraid, but now I feel that 
I wal ove to go out into the world. But will people take me, 
or will they not wish to buy me? 

FIFTH LIGHTED PATHWAY: Oh, but little one, you do 
not cost much! Just today I heard a dear friend say that I 
was worth twice what she paid for me! Do you seals that 
we go into a person’s home twelve times, once each month, 
for only $1.50 when most magazines are $3.00 or more? 

SIXTH LIGHTED PATHWAY: Yes, how true! We are 
pretty, too. Our covers inspire many. And mothers and fa- 
thers know that they can encourage their children to read us. 
Today so many publications have things which God-fearing 
parents would rather their children not read. Besides, if they 
get us to them, their minds will dwell on good things, and 
they will be less likely to seek out bad companions and ugly, 
sordid magazines and comics. 

SEVENTH LIGHTED PATHWAY: And did you realize 
that you are likely to be given away? What better work can 
anyone do than pay $1.00 for a roll of 10 such magazines 
to distribute each month! Think of the reward one may have 
at the end of the way if he happens to win a soul by giving 
one of us to a sinner! Someone took our brother here to the 
prison camp and saved a soul. There are many of us in hos- 
pitals, railway stations, and institutions. Only eternity will 
tell the good man what he has helped God accomplish by 
buying and distributing a roll of Lighted Pathways monthly. 
And think how small a dollar a month is to invest for Christ! 

NEW LIGHTED PATHWAY: Oh, you have made me so 
happy! I'll be so glad for tomorrow to come! I can hardly 
wait to see where I’m going and to experience some of the 
things ie older brothers have. And to think how scared I 
was a little while ago! By tomorrow night, I, too, may have 
tear stains on me, or dirt smudges from a prisoner’s hands. 
Perhaps there’ll be a mother’s prayer whispered because of 
me, or a young man might feel God nearer and dearer than 
ever before! How wonderful to have so much to look for- 
ward to. Isn’t it marvelous how God has called people to 
put us together, to work over us and prepare us so that we 
can go out and bless the world? 

FIRST OLD LIGHTED PATHWAY: Indeed it is. God 
inspired Sister Harrison to do so, many years ago, and we 
have continued to bless ever since. We shall continue to do 
so until Jesus comes. For does not each of us ca the 
words “Dedicated to the Church of God Young People”? They 
love us; they t-ach others to love us. In turn, we teach them 
all to love Goc more. We shall pray for you, NEW LIGHTED 
PATHWAY, as you leave the Publishing House, that you, 
too, will atunanpiich much. 


At the close of the presentation of this skit the congrega- 
tion should be given the opportunity to give a LIGHTED 
PATHWAY offering. Use this offering to pay for rolls of 
LIGHTED PATHWAYS for your visitation committee or to 
pay “4 individual subscriptions to be sent to friends of the 
church. 








Enter the Pilot 


By Pauline W. Harding 


This skit ‘sould be presented in each local church on 
Pilot Night, the third meeting of the Y.P.E. during March. 


SCENE I: Two pastors visiting in home. 

FIRST PASTOR: It surely is wonderful to hear about your 
ood services over the week end. We were really blessed, also! 
here were five in the altar Sunday night, and the whole 

church seemed lifted up on Sunday morning. 

SECOND PASTOR: I am quite pleased with my work 
over at (name of nearby church) except for just one thing. 
Sometimes I think we may as well just not have that service— 
it seems hardly worth the fuel and light bill, let alone the 
effort put into it! . 

FIRST PASTOR: What service is that? 


SECOND PASTOR: You sound enthusiastic, but surely 
you must be having trouble there, too. I understand lots of 
pastors are. It’s the Y.P.E., of course. 

FIRST PASTOR: Oh, your Y.P.E. is bad? What a pity! 
That is such an important part of our church work, don't 
ou think? 

SECOND PASTOR: I surely do! But what can one do 
when no one takes a part except to read a dry little speech 
someone’s written, to which no one listens? 

FIRST PASTOR: But it shouldn’t BE that way. Youth 
services are meant to be big and enthusiastic, inspiring the 
young people to learn more about God. - 

SECOND PASTOR: Listen, now! Your speeches are fine 
but describe one of your services to me. Isn’t it true that 
yours are terribly boring, that the same few do the same 
things over in the same way every week, and that actually 
no one cares to hear it? 

FIRST PASTOR (jumping 
won't tell you—TI'll s you! 
to places where you'll know 


up from chair): Come on, I 
et your hat. I can take you 
our Y.P.E. is not like that. 

SCENE II: Street scene. There should be a poster made 
like one in the latest issue of the “Pilot” placed for them to 
see as they walk down the street. 

SECOND PASTOR: Say, what is that? Looks like an ad- 
vertisement for Y.P.E. 

FIRST PASTOR: It is! Read it. 

SECOND PASTOR: “About that Date” (Beckers you will 
use another poster from “Pilot.” Any one would work as 
well.) “Y.P.E. Friday, 7 P.M.” Will you really have a pro- 
gram on youn bone be dates? 

FIRST PASTOR: Of course, we will! It will be a dis- 
cussion in which several young people will take part. (Enter 
young boy—sees pastors, speaks.) 

BOY: Hello, Pastor. 

FIRST PASTOR: Hello, Ned. This is Ned, one of our 
outh leaders, Brother Macy. (Second Pastor and Boy shake 
iar and speak.) 

BOY: Pastor, wasn’t that a wonderful Y.P.E. we had last 
Friday night? That object lesson about shoes was so good. 
I really want to always be the “good shoe” kind of Christian 
from now on! Well, I'll see you both. (Boy walks off.) 

SECOND PASTOR: What is he talking about, a “good 
shoe” Christian? 

FIRST PASTOR: Oh, that was our last week’s object les- 
son. We learned about eyes, tongues, soles and other things 
about shoes, which were discussed also in a spiritual way. 
Very impressive, I thought. 

SECOND PASTOR: Um — it certainly sounds so! I’m 
beginning to think maybe you weren't just bluffing a while 
back as we talked in your study. 

FIRST PASTOR: I told you. Look, here comes a Junior 
Y.P.E. member. Maybe she will help me prove my statements 
a little more. 

(Junior girl enters singing “Jesus Loves Me” in Spanish 
as given on page 66 of the first quarter “Pilot.”) 


FIRST PASTOR: Hi, Susie. I see you haven’t forgotten 
the song you sang in Y.P.E. last week. 

SUSIE: Oh, r won't ever forget my Spanish! But I’ve 
learned the French one, too. Dolores taught me hers after 
Y.P.E. Want to hear me? 

FIRST PASTOR: Yes, Susie. Sing it for our brother here. 
He doesn’t know “Jesus Loves Me” in French, I’m sure! (Su- 
sie sings in French, also. Second Pastor stares ,open-mouthed.) 

SUSIE: I’m going to learn it in the Indian language, too! 
Tommy promised to teach me if I'd give him one of my 
marbles. (She runs off stage.) 

SECOND PASTOR: Well, who do you have in your church 
who knows three languages? No wonder you have a Y.P.E. 
So could I if I had artists, people with the knowledge of 
three languages and people who knew how to get up forums 
on dating! You’re a lucky man to have all that in such a small 
church! [ envy you! Now I’m not as pleased with my church 
as I was! 

FIRST PASTOR: What do you mean? (Laughs heartily.) 
Do you mean to tell me you actually don’t know where all 
this material came from? 

SECOND PASTOR: No, I do not. Where? 

FIRST PASTOR: Why, the Pilot, of course. You do have 
it in your church, don’t you? 

SECOND PASTOR: No, I saw something about it but 
just supposed the Lighted Pathway would be about the samc 
and we were already getting that. I just didn’t get around to 
ordering one. What is in it? 

FIRST PASTOR: No wonder your Y.P.E. is not so good! 
Why, I wouldn’t be without the Pilot a week for anything! 
That magazine is really filled with material for young people’s 
and children’s work! 

SECOND PASTOR: And who taught them those foreign 
——— You aren’t going to tell me the Pilot did that? 

IRST PASTOR: It surely did! Why, we don’t have anyong - 
in our church who speaks anything but English. It was in the 
— told you how to pronounce the words and every- 
thing. 

SECOND PASTOR: Where have I been so long? This 
Pilot has been coming out quite a while, too. I could kick 
myself! How much does it cost? How many will I need? 

FIRST PASTOR: You really need at least two—more if 
ou have more leaders. It comes once each quarter, and has 
ots of material for all ages; it also helps in children’s church. 
Why, it even tells you what to do for the young people 
socially. It gives ideas for their parties and things, al bor 


$2.00 per year. 
PASTOR: Sounds like one of the best buys our 
church offers! Did that poster come from there, too? 

FIRST PASTOR: It surely did! It has several designs in 
every single issue! The children and young people make them 
in my church. ; 

SECOND PASTOR: And what about that panel discus- 
sion. Don’t you have any specially talented people for that? 

FIRST PASTOR: We surely don’t! The Pilot has some 
wonderful discussions. All you have to do is pass copies out a 
few weeks in advance, and you will have a wonderful program. 
Any youth leader can have a good Y.P.E. with the Pilot. 
The ideas are there; the brain work is done for them. It just 
takes a love for God, a willingness to work and a lot of en- 
thusiasm. Your young people have that, don’t they? 

SECOND PASTOR: They surely do! And I feel so ashamed 
of letting them down this way. They could have been enjoying 
Y.P.E. ever since I’ve been there. ties oing home and pray 
for God’s forgiveness for my negligence along these lines. And 
I'll work twice as hard to try to make it up to them. 

FIRST PASTOR: I am sure you will. And you will see 
what a blessing your Y.P.E. can be. God bless you. (They 
shake hands. 

SECOND PASTOR: God bless you for telling me all about 
the Pilot. I am really very grateful. 

FIRST PASTOR: Glad to help a brother anytime. Let me 
know how your Y.P.E. is next month. 


At the close of this skit, ask for a “Pilot” offerin 
for the number of “Pilot” subscriptions needed 
church (a minimum of 2). 


to pay 
or your 


a 
































FOR WINNING PASTORS 


al 


In the National Church of God Publishing House Contest for 1957 


GRAND PRIZE set of Biblical Illustrators (Baker Book House) 


GROUP A (membership 300-up) 


First Prize 
Benrus Watch $92.50 Value 
Second Prize 


Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
(Baker Book House) 
Works of Arminius (Baker Book House) 


Third Prize 

Ellicott’s Commentary 

(Zondervan Publishing House) 

Fourth Prize 

Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Fifth Prize 

Clarke’s Commentary (Abingdon Press) 
Sixth Prize 


My Pastoral Record (Abingdon Press) 
Cyclopedia of Bible Illustrations 
(Abingdon Press) 


GROUP C (membership 100-199) 
First Prize 
Benrus Watch 


Second Prize 


Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Works of Arminius 


Third Prize 
Set of William Rogers Silverware 
Fourth Prize 
Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Fifth Prize 
10 copies of Evangelical Sunday School Les- 
son Conmmentary 
(Higley Press) 
Watchtower Slave 
Sixth Prize 
Student’s Commentary on the Holy Scriptures 
(Kregel’s) 


Davis Bible Dictionary (Baker Book House) 


GROUP B (membership 200-299) 


First Prize 
Benrus Watch 


Second Prize 
Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Works of Arminius 


Third Prize 

Set of William Rogers Silverware 
Fourth Prize 

Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Fifth Prize 


Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
(Abingdon Press) 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Commentary 
(Zondervan Publishing House) 
Watchtower Slave (Baker Book House) 


Sixth Prize 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Commentary 
Hitchcock’s Topical Bible and 
Cruden’s Concordance (Baker Book House) 


GROUP D (membership 20-99) 


First Prize 
Benrus Watch 
Second Prize 


Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Works of Arminius 


Third Prize 
Set of William Rogers Silverware 
Fourth Prize 
Barnes Notes on the New Testament 
Fifth Prize 
Pict-O-Graph Materials 
(Standard Publishing Company) 
Sixth Prize 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Commentary 
(Zondervan) 
Student’s Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures (Kregel’s) 


Note: The publisher in parentheses contributed the respective prize. 


SEE BACK COVER FOR CONTEST RULES 


Cam 








NOUMAN 


THE NATIONAL CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE CON- 
TEST FOR 1957. For the first time in the history of the Church 
of God Publishing House, prizes will be awarded local pastors in 
the national Church of God Publishing House Contest for 1957. 
Winning pastors not only will receive useful gifts, but also will gain deserved recognition 
for themselves and their churches for excelling in the promotion of Church of God pub- 
lications. Any pastor with twenty or more members is elgible to win the grand prize of 
one set of Biblical Illustrators, valued at $252. Twenty-four other useful prizes will be 
awarded to winning pastors. See contest prizes on inside cover for “what”; see contest 
rules below for “how.” Cash prizes will be given to winning state overseers and state 
youth directors. 


Promotional materials are being provided to each local church through each state 
office. These materials include: “How to promote Church of God publications in the 
local church,” “What you should know about the Evangel,” “What you should know 
about the Lighted Pathway,” and subscription blank books for the Lighted Pathway 
and the Evangel. 


Promotional skits have been specially prepared for Lighted Pathway Day, Evangel 
Day and Pilot Day. The Evangel skit should be presented on Evangel Day, March 3. 
The Lighted Pathway skit should be given on Lighted Pathway Day, March 31. The Pilot 
skit should be presented at the third meeting of the Y.P.E. during March. The Lighted 
Pathway skit may be found in the March issue of the Lighted Pathway and the Febru- 
ary 4 issue of the Evangel. The Pilot and the Evangel skit will be published in the Feb- 
ruary 4 issue of the Evangel. These skits have been specially prepared for your use. 
Please use them. 


RULES FOR PUBLISHING HOUSE CONTEST 














. DATES—The Publishing House Contest 
Tren from February 15 through April 


. GROUPING—Churches will be grouped 
according to their membership for this 
contest. 

Group A 300 and over 
Group B_ 200 to 299 
Group C 100 to 199 
Group D 20 to 99 


. PRIZES—Six valuable prizes will be 
awarded in each group. One grand prize 
is to be awarded. 

A. The six pastors whose churches have 
the highest percentage of points above 
the church quota in each group will 
receive the six prizes provided for 
that group. 

The grand age will be presented the 

ona pastor whose church has the 

highest percentage of points above his 
church quota. 


. QUOTAS—Publication quotas for each 
local church are: 

A. One Evangel subscription for each two 
members of each local church. Sub- 
scriptions may be new or renewal, and 
in the form of rolls or individual sub- 
scriptions. 


B. One Lighted Pathway subscription for 
each two members of your local 
church. Subscriptions may be new or 
renewal, and in the form of rolls or 
individual subscriptions. 


SEE INSIDE COVER FOR CONTEST PRIZES 


C. Two one-year Pilot subscriptions or 
two permanent Pilot subscriptions for 
each church. 


5. POINT SYSTEM—The contest point sys- 


tem for the publications is: 

A. Pilot—One one-year subscription or 
one permanent Pilot subscrip- 
tion _.... 50 points 


B. Evangel—One one-year sub- 
scription 
One one-year subscription, 
Reet Oe Pen. 
(If roll subscription 
is charged, church raust 
agree not to cancel sub- 
scription for one year.) 

C. Lighted panrypste 2 
One one-year subscription ___ 50 points 
One one-year subscription, 
roll of ten _..__.. ____.__.. 500 points 
(If roll subscription 
is charged, church must 
agree not to cancel sub- 
scription for one year.) 





50 points 
500 points 





. YOURS—All subscriptions must be the 


result of your own church efforts. Two 
or more churches may NOT pool their 
subscriptions for any one church. 


SEND—All subscriptions to the Evangel, 


; Lighted Pathway and Pilot should be 


mailed to your state office as soon as 

you receive them. Credit will NOT be 

given to the local church if mailed di- 

— to the Church of God Publishing 
ouse. 


